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AN 
HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL 
INQUIRY 
INTO THE 
EXISTENCE AND CHARACTER 


O F 


S AJ NC GEORGE, 


PATRON OF ENGLAND, 
OF THE ORDER OF THE GARTER, 
AND OF 


THE ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY; 


IN WHICH THE ASSERTIONS or 
EDWARD GIBBON, Es g. 
Hiftory of Decline and Fall, cap. 23. 

And of certain other modern Wz1Tzks concerning this 
SAINT are diſcuſſed; 
IN A LETTER ADDRESSED 
TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE 
GEORGE, EARL ff LEICESTER, 


PRESIDENT OF THE ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY. 
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70 THE RIGHT HONORABLE 
George, Earl of Leiceſtct, &c. 
My Loxp, 95 


| En AT fame is not, in the order of provi- 
dence, any eſſential part of the reward of 
virtue, and that, in the performance of our 
duty, we ought to have a more noble and 
ſettled object in view than the eſteem and 
applauſe of mankind, clearly follows from the 
diverſity of opinions that has prevailed, in dif- 
ferent ages and countries, concerning the ſame 
perſon or tranſaction. We find that death 
itſelf, which tempers the venom of envy, and 
chills the fervor of flattery, brings no aſſur- 
ance of our lives and actions meeting with 
their. juſt verdict in this world: on the other 
hand, the deciſion, whether of fame or infamy, 
which ſeems to have been irrevocably paſſed - 
by the the concurring voices of mankind, and 
which has been gaining ſtrength during the Ws 

| revolution of centuries, is ſtill ſubjeQ to an ap= 

5 4 pat, i 


peal, a may-perhaps be-reverſed as precipi- 


[ 2 ] 


tately as it was firſt paſſed. What a revolution 
has there not lately taken place, in the public 
opinion, concerning the two rial « queens of 
our iſland in the ſixteenth century? and how 


many of thoſe, ſainted characters, who had 


remained, for ages, in the poſſeſſion of i more 


than mortal honors, were, about the ſame 

time, conſigned to obloquy or oblivion ?- 
With the merits and even the exiſtence of 

a great part of the above-mentioned we, inithe 


preſent day, of whatever religious perſuaſion 
we may be, have not, that I know of, any 
concern. But certainly it would be matter of 
regret to every Engliſhman, if the tutelary 


champion of his country, under whoſe auſpices 


his anceſtors had ſo eee * 


1 general cry ; of battle, under « our r Plantagenet 


a kings, was, Sa1nT GORE; as St. Denxrs, the patron 
of France, was that of the French. See Cambden's Re- 


mains, p. 71. Hence our enchanting Bard {peaking of his 


red croſs knight, ſays, 
—— Thou Saint George ſhalt be, 
Saint George of merry England the fign of victory. 
| Fairy Queen. B. 1. Cant. 10. 
Hence alſo our victorious Henry V. is introduced witk 


2 propriety, thus. hapenguing his ſoldiers, by 


*> 4 


our dramatic hiſtorian: 
Follow your courage, and, upon the charge, 
em, God for England, * and Saint George. 
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Ki 
if. the name ſaint, of bis beloved. ſovereign, - 
and of ſo many other. illuſtrious perſonages, in 
vhom he wiſhes to diſcover nothing but what 
may encreale his. veneration; if; in ſhort, the 
patron of his far-famed national chivalry, and- 
of that, ſociety, which is, inſtituted to watch 
oyer the hiſtory, and antiquities of this iſland,* 
ſhould, prove to be a fiftitious being, a mere 
non- entity, or, what is worſe, ſhould prove to 
have been one of the moſt wicked and infa- 
mous of mankind. Yet each of theſe charges 
has, in the, two laſt. ages, been confidently 
brought by, men with ſounding names; each 
of them has been repeated, in our on hearing, 
by writers of impoſing credit, whoſe bold aſ- 
ſertions, if not contradited and refuted, it is 
eaſy. to foreſee, will paſs, for. proofs with a 
public, too ſtrongly diſpoſed to make amends 
ſor the ready belief of their fore-fathers with 
a proportionable degree. of incredulity. 

Amongſt thoſe who are intereſted, in the 
cauſe of our national, champion, it evidently 
belongs to the learned ſociety, which boaſts of 
your Lordſhip for its preſident, to vindicate, 
his W. for the reaſon above aſſigned, as 


See the Royal Charter of Incorporation of the Ant. So 


%%% 54! likewiſe 


62 
likewiſe becauſe their honor is, in à more 
ſpecial manner, connected with that of their 
| celeſtial patron, In fa, ſhould the name of 
George, like that of Judas, turn out to be 2 
diſgrace, inſtead of an ornament, ſtill it may 
be urged in favour of thoſe who bear it, that 
it was not their own choice, but impoſed upon 
them: it may likewiſe be alledged, in favor of 
the Order of the Garter, that its tutelary faint 
was fixed upon in the twilight of the fourteenth 
century: but what excuſe, in this ſuppoſition, 
can be made for the Antiquarian Society, 
which, under the meridian of literature and 
criticiſm, choſe St. George for its patron, and 
thereby confirmed the antient predileQion of 
the nation for its guardian ſaint? I fervently 
hape then, my Lord, that our ſociety, for its 
own honour, no leſs then for that of its ſove- 
reign, of its nobility, and of the Engliſh na- 
tion, will never abandon the defence of its 
tutelary ſaint, until his cauſe and that of truth, 
which I truſt, will never be the caſe, appear to 
be in oppoſition : for then with equal fervor, 
I wiſh that refpeRt of no kind may influence 
qur judgment ar our pens: Amicus Socrates, 
Amicus Plato, fed magis amicg veritas. Cic. 
The precipitate zeal which diſtinguiſhed one 
"branch of the reformation, and which de- 
| ſtroyed 
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ſtroyed ſo many monuments of the art, learn 
ing and piety of the church militant in pre- 
ceding ages, equally extended itſelf to the 
church triumphant. Amongſt other celeſtial 
beings who were, without ceremony or en- 
quiry, caſhiered by the authoritative ſentence 
of Calvin,“ was our St. George, whom he 
boldy pronounced to be a bugbear or phan- 
tom. However in this, as in other raſn at- 
tempts, he was refilted by the cool temper of 
the Engliſh Church, which continues down 
to the preſent day, to retain the name of St. 
George in her calendar and liturgy, and to 
_ Inſcribe it on hex temples, while the nation, in 
general, concurs with the reſt of Chriſtendom 
in ſolemnizing his feſtival, It is true a few 
Engliſh and Lutheran divines were led aſtray 
by Calvin, one of whom, Martin Chemnitius, 
who has left behind him a huge tome of his 
controverſies, aſſerts, in ſo many words, that 
St, George had no exiſtence at all 7 
In proceſs of time the charge againſt St. 
George was ſhifted: hisexiſtence was no longer 
called in ln but his charaQer was quite 
reveried, 


* Calvin Inftit cap. 10. 
1 In Exam: Frid: Seff: 25. 
T This is to be underſtood in a qualified ſenſe, if a late 
were, in a periodical publication diſtinguiſhed by the 
patronage 
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reverſed, and, inſtead of being allowed a place 
in- heaven, in quality of a> meek martyr and 
holy ſaint, he was ſentenced, by the voice of 
angry divines, to hell as 'a bloody butcher 
« of true Chriſtians.” * This, theological cen- 
ſure would not however ſtand in need of a 
refutation at the preſent day, as in fadt, it 
would have been as little known; as the works 
are in which it was originally fulminated; 
had it not been publiſhed and ſupported by 
ſome hiſtorians, who continue to give infor- 
mation to mankind. Amongſt theſe Echard, 
without heſitation, and, as if he were poſſeſſed 
of the cleareſt evidence for all he advances, 
tells us, that George, who had thruſt him- 
«ſelf into the biſhopric of Alexandria, when 
Ste Athanaſius was expelled,” vas killed by 
* the multitude. He was a good champion 
«1 "fo the On who charged W 

e . 3 of the learned, rf 
for, inſinuating that our military ſaint is ſtill, by ſome 
perſons, ** confounded with fabulous and non-exiſting 
characters.“ See the 8 F. J. S. in Gent. Mag. oo 


OO * 2 
See Dr. Primroſe's Letter cited by Dr. Heylin's 
Hiſtory of St. George, p. 1. c. 3- Who alſo brings Dr. 
Reynolds, Moulin, &c. as advocates for the opinion in 
queſtion; to theſe, may be added a the antagoniſt 
of, . . 
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'« followers with his death, and placed him 
„ in their calendar as a martyr; from hence 
:« he crept inſenſibly imo the Latin Church, 
« by whom he is eſteemed as a ſaint and a 
« martyr, challenging the '2gd day of April 
« for his feſtival. : His legend is ſtuffed with 
may ridiculdus abſurdities, amongſt which 
« his fighting with the dragon on horſeback, is 
not the leaſt remarkable. If the account which 
« the authors of thoſe times, both chriſtian 
% and heathen have left us, be true, we have 
« litthe reaſon to take him either for a TY 
«< -or a ſaint. * 
The celebrated Gibbon 405 with more cau- 


tion, for though he gives, in his text, the ſame 
account of the ſtrange metamorphoſis of an 
"epiſcopal perfecutor into a military martyr, 
yet he informs us, in a note, that “this trans- 
« formation is not given as abſolutely certain, 

« hut only as extremely probable.” + In the 
paſſage J refer to I the hiſtorian, after giving 
an account of the birth, education and infa- 
mous life of George of Alexandria, before his 
HAR of that nn See, and 'vf 


9 EY Val. Ae 15 
1 See Note 124, p. 404, Vol. 2. Firſt Edit. 
t PB. 608, 403, 400. 
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the extorilons and 'violences he praQtiſed, 


when he had attained to that high ſituation, 


proceeds to ſtate the dire effects of popular 
reſentment againſt him, ſoon after the death 


of his protector Conſtantius. The meſſen- 
« ger who proclaimed at Alexandria the ac- 
*« ceſſion of Julian announced the downfall of 


* the archbiſhop. George, with two of his 
© obſequious miniſters, Count Diadorus and 


« Dracontius, maſter of the mint, were igno- 


* miniouſly dragged in chains to the public 
* priſon. At the end of twenty-four days 


* the priſon was forced open by the rage of 


* na ſuperſtitious multitude, impatient of the 


« tedious forms of judicial proceedings. The 
« enemies of gods and men expired under 


their cruel inſults; the lifeleſs bodies of the 
. «archbiſhop and his aſſociates were carried 
_« in triumph through the ſtreets, on the back 


*« of a camel, and the inaQtivity of the Atha- 


© naſian party was eſteemed a ſhining exam- 
© ple of evangelical patience. The remains 


4 of theſe guilty wretches were thrown into the 


„ ſea; and the popular leaders of the tumult 


« declared their reſolution to diſappoint the 
« devotion of the Chriſtians, and to intercept 
the ſuture honor of theſe martyrs, who had 
been puniſhed, like their predeceſſors, by 

| the 


[9 ] 
the enemies of their religion.“ The fears 
« of the Pagans were juſt, and their precau- 
tions ineffetual. The meritorious death 
* of the archbiſhop obliterated the memory of 
© his life. The rival of Athanaſius was dear 
« and ſacred to the Arians, and the ſeeming 
* converſion of thoſe ſeQtaries introduced his 
« worſhip into the Catholic Church. The odi- 
& ous ſtranger, diſguiſing every circumſtance 


* Here Mr. Gibbon gives his authority at length 
from his favorite author, * Cineres projecit in mare, id 
© metuens, ut clamabat, ne collectis ſupremis, ædes illis 
« exftruerent; ut reliquis, qui deviare a religione com- 
« pulſi, pertulere cruciabiles) pœnas, aduſque glorioſam 
« mortem, intemerata fide, progteſſi, & nunc martyres 
«« appellantur. Ammian. 22. 11.“ Epiphanius proves to the 
« Arians that George was not a martyr.“— The obvious 
intent of the quotation here introduced, and of the inter- 
lineations in the text, and the note, is to induce the rea- 
der to believe, that in the opinion of the pagan writer 
Ammianus Marcellinus, the George and his companions, 
whoſe death he had been deſcribing, were conſidered by 
his contemporary Chriſtians as martyrs. In this ſuppoſi- 
tion, it reſts with Mr. Gibbon, to ſhew by what means 
George has diſmiſſed his two attendants from the mar- 
tyrology : and why, in no legend, either ancient os mo- 
dern, we have ever heard of Diodorus or Dracontius. 
The fact is, Mr, Gibbon evidently miſtakes the meaning 
of the paſſage he quotes; where the words ©! nunc martyres 
« appellantur,” refer to the former Chriſtians who had 
« ſuffered a barons death,” not to George and his com- 
* panions. 


C « of 
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* of time and place, aſſumed the maſk of a 
« martyr, a ſaint, and a chriſtian hero; and 
the infamous George of Cappadocia has 
been transformed into the renouned St. 
George of England, the Patron of Arms, of 
„ Chivalry, and of the Garter.” 

It is proper to begia with the firſt charge, 
which ſtates our faint to be a mere phantom, 
or chimera; before we enter upon that which 
accuſes him of having been an Arian perſecu- 
tor. It is abſurd to enquire into the merits of 
a character, until we have found ſome being 
to ſupport it. 

That there exiſted a martyr of the name of” 
George, who ſuffered death for his Chriſtian 
profeſſion in one of the early perſecutions, 
moſt probably in that of Diocleſian, at the 
beginning of the ſourth century, cannot be 
denied, without incurring the cenſure of abſo- 
lute hiſtorical ſcepticſm. I lay no ſtreſs upon 
the ſuppoſed teſtimony of St. Ambroſe, who, 
himſelf lived in the fourth century, in which 
our ſaint is called the ſoldter of Chriſt, becauſe 
the work which contained this paſſage, as 
cited by different authors of the ſixteenth cen- 
tury, * is not now mentioned by Dupin, Cave, 
&c. or the late editors of St. Ambroſe's 


* Lib, Prefat. quoted by Molanus, in his Notes on 
Uſuard, &c. 


works, 


* 1 
works, but it is certain at leaſt, that our ſaint's 
name, as an acknovledged martyr of the or- 
thodox Church, was famous in the following 
century, ſince in the celebrated council of 
ſeventy biſhops, held at Rome in 494, under 
Gelaſius, his acts are rejected, together with 
thoſe of many other acknowledged ſaints, as 
the forgery of heretics.“ We have other 
proofs of the public veneration paid to St. 
George; as to a renouned ſaint, in theſe early 
and enlightened times of chriſtianity, ſo far 
even as to the raiſing of churches to his me- 
mory. In the genuine life of Theodore, of 
Siceon, Biſhop of Anaſtaſiopolis, + in his na- 
tive province of Galatia, who was born about 


the beginning of the ſixth century, we read 


that in his childhood, inſtead of returning 
home from ſchool, he uſed to retire to a 
church of St. George, which appears even 
then to have been an ancient building, and to 
have been ſituated in an unfrequented place. 
Certain it is that Theodore's contemporary 
St. Gregory the Great, found ſomewhere in 
Italy or Sicily, a church dedicated to St. 
George, ſo far decayed, that he gave a parti- 


OY 


* Bin. Concil. t. 2, alſo Decret. 1 Part Diſt. 15. e. 3. 
+ Acta. San. Bolland Apr. tom. 3. 
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L 12 ] 
cular commiſſion to the abbot of an adjoining 
abbey, to collect all the rents belonging to it, 
and to put it into a ſtate of repair. The ſixth 
general council held in 552, twice makes men- 
tion of a particular church of St. George at Con- 


Rantinople,+ by way of diſtinction from others 


that bore the ſame name. In fad, there were 
five other churches of our martyr in that im- 
perial city, one of which we know, f which 
ſeems to have been a ſmall one, was ereQed by 
the Emperor Maurice about 599, and the other 
by the tradition of the inhabitants was aſcribed 
to Conſtantine he Great,h who is known, 
from the teſtimony of Euſebius, to have ereQ- 
ed ſo many other churches to the apoſtles and 
martyrs. There were two other churches ſaid 
to have been raiſed to the memory of our 
martyr by the firſt chriſtian Emperor : one at 
Naples, || the other at, or near to Lydda, alias 


Dioſpolis, in Paleſtine. Here it was that St. 


George's body was ſuppoſed to be buried, and 
though William of Tyre, who, together with 


Lib. 19. Ep. 73. Ed, Nov. 

I Tou ayiov Tewpyiou ev r S Sονs-. 
* EurTygy. Codin. Orig. C. P. 

9 Codinus ibid apud Bol. 

| Joan Diac. ibid. 


William 
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William of Malmſbury and Matthew Paris, 
vouches for the general opinion in this parti- 
cular, at the time of the firſt Cruſade, aſcribes 
the edifice to Juſtinian®, who certainly built 
' a church in honour to our martyr at Bizanes 
in Armenia,f yet this account is reconcileable 
with the common tradition, if the church of 
St. George in the deſert of the Fordan, which 
Procopius ſays Juſtinian repaired, f be the 
ſame with this, concerning the exact ſituation, 
which authors diſagree, but which it is almoſt 
certain ſtood in a ſequeſtered ſituation be- 
tween Dioſpolis and Ramula, ꝙ and not fo re- 


* Gut, Malm. L. 4. de geſt. Angl. Gul. Tyr de bel. 
fac. I. 7. 

+ Procop. apud Tillem, ” 

t Apud Baron. A. D. 630. 

{ Some writers place this famous church, where our 
ſaint's body was ſuppoſed to reſt, and which was famous 
for the pilgrimages made to it, in the time of the Cruſades, 
at Dioſpolis or Lydda, while others deſcribe it as being 

at the adjoining town of Ramula, which was raiſed by 
the Latins to the dignity of a biſhopric under the name of 
Georgiopolis, But it ſeems certain that the church was 
in an open and defenceleſs ſituation, between both the 
towns, as the hiſtorians of the Cruſades concur in aſſert- 
ing that it was demoliſhed by the Saracens, previouſly to 
the arrival of the chriſtian army into thoſe parts, leaſt the 
latter ſhould convert its beams into battering rams in 
beſieging Lydda. This famous church, Papebroke ſays, 
was rebuilt by our Richard I. who, like the other Cru- 
ſaders, fancied he was miraculouſly aſſiſted by St. George. 


mote 


E 1 
mote from. the famous river of Paleſtine, as 
that it might not be deſcribed in the terms of 
Procopius. The veneration of our : martyr 
muſt neceſſarily bave been firmed eſtabliſhed 
in the Eaſt, where he lived and was buried, 
before it could reach the Weſt, and yet dur- 
ing the whole ſixth century, and even before 
it, we have the moſt clear and authentic re- 
cords of the reſpect paid to St. George, in the 
remote and independant provinces of France. 
Clotildis, who was married to Clovis, the con- 
queror of Gaul in 493, dedicated her church 
of Chelles to this Eaſtern martyr. * Gregory 
of Tours treats at large of the relics and mi- 
racles of St, George that were celebrated in 
France, in the ſixth century. F About the 
ſame time SS. Germanus of Paris, Vedaſt of 
Arras, and Sidonius of Mentz, inſcribed our 
Saint's name on the churches they built : the 
firſt of whom rendered his monaſtery at Paris 
famous, by endowing it with a portion of the 
relics of St. George, I which he is ſaid ta 
have received from the Emperor Juſtinian ; 
Whillt the erection of the laſt mentioned de- 
rived a more laſting fame from the pen of his 


* Orig. Life in Bolland. June 3. 
+ L. de Glor. M. M,. 
7 Aimon. ap. Bolland. 
4 contemporary 
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contemporary, Venantius Fortunatus, Biſhop of 
Poitiers. It would be an injuſtice to the 
reader to withhold this chriſtian poet's cele- 
brated epigram, which Baronius thinks con- 
tains the beſt and moſt authentic account of 
St. George extant, & and which ſhews the opi- 
nion entertained, by the learned of the ſixth 
century, both of the exiſtence and place of 
our Saint's ſepulchre. I ſhall therefore tran- 
ſcribe it below. 

In the latter part of the ſeventh century we 
find Leo II. building a church in honor of 
our Saint, and of another military martyr, St. 
Sebaſtian, at Rome, f which has continued 
under the name of St. George down to the 

| preſent 


* Baron. ad Rom. Martyr. 


+ Martyris egregii-pollens micat aula Georgii, 
Cujus in hunc mundum ſpargitur altus honor. 
Carcere, cede, fiti, vinclis, fame, frigore, flammis, 
Confeſſus Chriſtum, duxit ad aſtra Caput. 

Qui virtute potens, Orientis in Axe Sepultus, 
Ecce ſub occiduo cardine præbet opem. 

Ergo memento preces, & reddere vota viator; 
Obtinet hic meritis quod petit alma fides. 
Condidit Antiſtes Sidonius iſta decentur : 


Proficiant Anime, quz nova templa ſuæ. 


4 Anaſtaſius Biblioth. apud Tillem & Bolland. Heylin, 
on the authority of Platina, ſays this church iz Vels aureo, 
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preſent days, & about which time alſo Cunis 
bert, king of the Lombards, built a church in 
honour of St. George on the field of battle; 
where he overcame the tyrant Alachis. In 
759 we have authentic proofs of a head, or 
part of a head being found; in the Lateran 
Baſilick, at Rome, by Pope Zachary, in a 
caſe, inſcribed with Greek charadters, teſtify- 
ing that it was the head of St. George. + This 


head, Tillemont informs us, was preſerved in 


the aforeſaid church, built by Leo II. untill 
1600, when it was ſent to the cathedral church 
of St. George at Ferrara, which is thought to 
be the ſame that was originally built by Cuni- 
bert. It is impoſſible to conceive a more 
pregnant proof of any perſon's exiſtence at a 
paſt and diſtant period, than theſe edi fices, 
erefted in every part of the civilized world; to 
the memory and honor of St: George, furniſh; 
and which have been perpetuated, in an unin- 
terrupted ſucceſhon, from that diſtant period 
down to the preſent day. They are the 
moſt authentic and durable of all monuments. 


was built by Zachary. This learned writer is certainly 
miſtaken where he transforms the tyrant Alakir, whom 


| Cunibert overthrew, into a barbarous people, | 2. C. To | 
+ Baron. ut ſupra, 
} Anaſt, Bib. apud. Papebroke, ae. Tillem. &c. Platina. 
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Bricks and flones are not ſo eaſily put toge- 
ther, nor are they ſo eaſily altered and trans- 
poſed as are written characters. I reaſon in a 
fimilar manner with reſpett to the public 
liturgy and calendars of the church, which I 
am going next to bring forward; and I main- 
tain that, as to find admittance into theſe, 
muſt have depended upon the concurrence of 
_ a great many perſons, and muſt have required 
the tacit approbation of a great many more, ſo 
where any name is found to have been of 
ancient date, and general reception in theſe 
eccleſiaſtical regiſters and ſacramentaries, a 
more certain and more palpable evidence ap- 
pears for the exiſtence of the perſon, to whom 
fuch name refers, than if it occurred, in the 
pages of a few hiſtorians, ſubje& to no con- 
trol, and comparatively in the hands of a 
few. | | 

To proceed now to the application of this 


temark ; we find our Saint's name, and his fe- 
ſtival fixed to the very day on which we cele- 
brate it, in the martyrology of St. Jerom, in 


the very ancient Ordo Romanus, publiſhed by 
Fronto Duceus, and in the ſacramentary or 
 Miſſal colleQed by St. Gregory the Great; 
where it occurs with its proper preface or 
prayer, under the eccleſiaſtical title of the 
D birth-day 
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birth-day of St. George ®. We again find it 
in the martyrology of our venerable Bede, who 
flouriſhed in the eighth century, and in that 
of Uſuard, who lived inthe ninth, though both 
theſe Hagiographers, in celebrating, what they 
call, his illuſtrious martyrdom, rejett his falſe 
hiſtory, which they well knew had been con- 
demned in the Roman council. To the former 
of theſe centuries, that is to ſay, to the eighth, 
belongs that curious monument of antiquity, 
which the learned Stephen Antony Morcelli 
has, within theſe three or four years, brought 
to light, out of the collection of the late Car- 
dinal Albani, who procured it from the Eaſt. 
I ſpeak of the original menology or calendar 
of the church of Conſtantinople, which, though 
without a date, the learned editor proves, by 
intrinſic evidence, to have been drawn up be- 
fore the beginning of the Inonoclaſt century, 
and conſequently before the year 730. In 
this the 23d of April is marked as ſacred to the 
memory of the holy George. He tells us that in 
another menology, that of Baſil Porphyro- 
genet, of the tenth century, which he has ſeen 

in manuſcript, in the Vatican, our Saint is 


„Natale 8. Georgii. 


qualified 
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qualified with the title of the great martyr “, 
by which title, or elſe by that of the com- 
mander , or the viftorious , he is generally 
deſcribed in the modern Greek calendars. 
If it be true, as Papebroke aſſerts d, that our 
Saint's name occurs, on the uſual day, in a 
Saxon martyrology, extant in Bennet College, 
Cambridge, we have an additional proof, be- 
ſides the teſtimony of Bede, that St. George 
was known and acknowledged as a martyr by 
our Saxon anceſtors. Certain it is that on 
the coming in of the Normans, above twenty 
years before the firſt cruſade, a pariſh church 
in Oxford was built in memory of St. George|; 
as was the church of Windſor ſoon after this 
event 4; though the ſecond foundation of 
this moſt noble memorial of St. George, by 
Edward III. has not only eclipſed the former 
foundation, by Henry I. but almoſt obliterated 
its memory. The fame of our Saint was ſo 
much diffuſed by the Cruſaders after their 
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t Tporaudopos. 

$ AR. SanR. tom. 3. Ap. 

| Stephens's Dugdale, Vol. 3, p. 115. 

1 Vide Stow, ad an. 1350, alſo Dugdale, Val. Is 
P-; 352. 
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ſucceſs in the battle of Antioch, which: they 
aſcribed to the aſſiſtance they conceived 
themſelves to have miraculouſly received 
from him “, that, as Papebroke remarks, 
there was hardly a city, town . or. village 
in Chriſtendom, in which a church of St, 
George was not to be met with. 

Such is the ſucceſſive depoſition of dd. 
* paſt ages, teſtified in their moſt ſolemn and 
deliberate tranſaQions, that there really exiſted, 
ſuch a perſonage as St. George the martyr, 
Such was the conviction of every individual in 
Chriſtendom, for more. than twelve hundred. 
years, until Calvin aroſe ; who told the world 
they had hitherto been deceived in a plain 
matter of fact, and that St. George was no 


„Gul. Malm. L 4 Geſt. Ang. we Perſuadebant fibi 
videre aliquos martyres, qui olim milites fuiſſent, qui- 
que, mortis prætio, paraſſent præmia vitz, Georgium 
75 1 Demetrium, vexillis levatis, à partibus monta- 
« nis accurrere, jacula in boſtes, in ſe auxilium vibran- 
«« tes, Nec diffitendum ad fuiſſe martyres Chriſtianis: 
*« ficut quondam Angelos Macchabzis, ſimili dum taxat 
« cauſd pugnantibus,” 

Mat. Paris, Hiſt. Ang. ad 1098. ** Cum utrinque 
** victoria fluctuaret incerta, ecce ab ipſis montibus viſus 
«« eſt exercitus deſcendere invincibilis, cujus bellatores 
* equis albis inſidentes, vexilla in manibus candida præ- 
** ferebant, Cognoverunt ergo Principes ex inſpectiene 

ff yexillorum, Sanctum Georgium S. Demetrium & S8. 
: Meręurium ſua ſigna ſequentes precedere.” 
9 more 
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more than a phantom; however in this, as in 
his other opinions, Calvin had ſoon a croud of 
followers. It is natural to ſuppoſe that fo 
bold an aſſertion muſt have been ſupported 
by ſtrong arguments, and that ſome reaſon 
muſt have been aſſigned why, ſo ſoon after the 
perſecutions, in which the number of real 
exiſting martyrs, who ſuffered in the Chriſtian 
cauſe, is allowed to have been aſtoniſhingly 
great, an imaginary martyr ſhould. have been 
invented to place at their head. I have ſought 
in vain amongſt theſe hiſtorical ſceptics for an 
argument in ſypport of their aſſertions, and 
can only gueſs at the pretence for their paro- 
dox, by their calling our Saint an emblematical 
being, a legendary Saint, and à ſubſtitute for 
Perſeus v. Hence it is plain, that they identify 
St. George with the emblematical figure of an 
armed knight, combating with a winged ſer- 
pent, which they have ſeen upon medals and 
in pictures, and with the legendary tales that 
have been built upon this emblem. But if 
this mode of 1caloning were admitted, we 
might equally deny that there ever exiſted 
ſuch a man as Romulus, the founder of Rome ; 
ſince we ſcarce ever ſee him repreſented in 


* Chamier, 1 tom. of Controv, cited by Heylin. 
medals 
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medals or ſculpture, ancient or modern, but 
as an infant, who, with his twin brother, is 
ſucking a wolf; and fince his fabulous augu- 
ries and myſterious aſſumption to his father 
Quirinus, are repeated by his moſt enlight- 
ened hiſtorians “: we might in this ſuppoſi- 
tion, conſider the divine founder of Chriſtia- 
nity, as an emblematical and fabulous being ; 
fince we find, by the figures till extant in the. 
catacombs, that the moſt uſual way of repre- 
ſenting him in the firſt ages of the church, was 
in the character of a ſhepherd, with a ſheep 
laid acroſs his ſhoulders; and fince moſt 
aſſuredly he and his apoſtles have been the 
ſubjeas of as much fable as any perſonages 
whomſoever; for that every canon of the 
Roman council, which condemns as ſpurious 
the exiſting acts of St. George, in the fourth 
century, equally condemns, by name, a cart- 
| load of forgeries relating to Chriſt, and the 
moſt eminent of his diſciples and martyrs. 
This method of rejecting a hiſtory, in toto, 
becauſe ignorance or malice may have foiſted 
into it abſurdities or errors, is I grant, a com- 
pendiaus way of ſolving all difficulties, and 
that by which men of ſuperficial endowments 


? Tit, Lie. L. 1, . 
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often endeavour to obtain credit, but it is 
unworthy the diſcerning critic and patient an- 
tiquary, whoſe aim is to diſcover truth, and 
whoſe labour is direded at ſeparating fable 
from reality. Thus the very exiſtence of the 
renowned Britiſh hero King Arthur is denied, 
on the ſcore of the poetic flights of Welſh 
bards, and of the abſurd narrations of Geoffery 
of Monmouth; notwithſtanding that our firſt 
and beſt informed hiſtorians, who expoſed theſe 
fictions, admit the hero's exiſtence and merits, 
and only lament, that he ſhould have been 
exhibited in the deluſive colors of fiction, in- 
ſtead of the faithful light of hiſtory “. 

On this head we muſt obſerve, what Calvin 
and the followers of his opinion were evi- 
dently ignorant of, that there has been a two- 
fold forgery of the acts of St. George, one of 
which took place at the diſtance of ſeven or 
eight centuries from the other. The firſt 
counterfeits came from the mint of the Arians, 
in the age ſubſequent to that in which our 
Saint ſuffered martyrdom. The latter bear the 
evident impreſſion of the age of chivalry.and 
romance, and were coined for the purpoſe of 
adapting to the vulgar taſte and opinions the 


Gul. Malm. L. 1. Geſt. Ang. Mat. Paris ad An. 1191. 


ql emblematical 


„ 

emblematical figure of St. George and the 
dragon. The firſt forger, we are ſure, exiſted 
hefote the year 494; whilſt Baronius, a com- 
petent judge, expteſsly ſays that the latter was 
firſt admitted into hiftory ® by the famous 
authot of the Golden Legend, who died in 
1298. Now though the former acts, as we 
have ſaid, are ftuffed with falſchood no leſs 
than the latter; yet, it is to be obſerved, that 
in none of them is thete a word about the 
+ Princeſs Sabra, or the Dragon of Silene, or 
about any other combat of our Saint, ex- 
cept that which he maintained againſt the 
myſtical Serpent mentioned in the books of 
Geneſis and Revelations T. It is true this 
legend being once ſet on, was ſoon adopted 


2 fpidtura illa St. Georgit, qua effingitur eques arm#- 
« tus, qui haſtz cupide draconem interficit, juxta quent 
etiam virgo poſita manus ſapplices tendens, imploret 
* auxilium, ſymboli potius quam hiſtoriæ alicujas, opi- 
nor eſſe expreſſam imaginem. In nullis enim, quæ 
*« recenſuimus, S. Georgii actis antiquis quiequam ejuſ- 
*« modi legitur, ſed & Jacobo de Voragine, abſque aliqu# 
«« majorum auctorĩtate ea ad hiſtoriam reſeruntur. Bar. 
an notis ad Rom. Martyr, 

+ Gen, c. iii. v. 15. Rev. e. xii. v. . Michael and 
his angels fought againſt the Dragon. v. g. the great Dra- 
gon was caſt out, that old Serpent, called the Devil and 
Satan, which deeciveth te whole world. 


by 
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by dihet writets of equal judgment; and of 
the ſame turn of mind with Votagine, ſuch as 
Hilarion, who belonged tb the famous con- 
gregation of St. George de Alga; at Venice, 
Vincent of Blois, &c. though even ſome of 
the writers of this age and ſtamp; whilſt they 
report the ſtory of the dragon, expreſs their 
doubts concerning its reality; If thete are 
any, perſons how who conſider as doubtful the 
exiſtence of St. George, or who are inclined 
to rank him amongſt fabulous and non-exiſt- 
ing charaQers; by reaſon of the fables invented 
concerning him ſo many hundred years after 
his name and merits had been known and 
celebrated throughout all Chriſtendom, fuch 
perſons muſt evidently conſider his exiſtence 
as ſtill more doubtful, fince the laſt fabrication 
concerning St. George of our Engliſh legen- 
dary writers in the laſt century, namely, the 
author of the Seven Champion; the ballad 
writer in Dr. Percy “, and the allegorical 
Spenſer r, who have ingetrionſly accommo- 
dated 


. Reliques of Ancient Poetty, Vol. 3» P- 216: 


+ L. 1. Capt. 10. $ 66. 
And thou fair i imp ſprung out of Engliſh race; 
However now accounted Elfin' $ fon, &e. | 
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dated to the prejudices of Engliſhmen the 
hiſtory of their Patron, by making him the 
ſon of Lord Albret of Coventry: and have 
conjured up as formidable a dragon on Dunſ- 
more-heath, for the laſt diſplay of our Cham 
pion's valour, as that is repreſented to haye 
been which Voragine placed in the monſter- 
breeding deſerts of Lybria. 

| It is not neceſſary to trace the hiſtory of 
the well known emblem of St. George, which 
has had the ſtrange effeting of making the 
Saint himſelf paſs, in the opinion of ſome, for 
an emblematical being: ſuch emblems hav- 
ing in general been the invention of ignorant 
painters and ſtatuaries. Hence, it has been. 
from time to time, the employment of many 
diſcerning and informed writers, to chaſtiſe 
the crude and ill-founded conceits of theſe 
artiſts, Nevertheleſs, as the ſubjeR is curi- 
ous, and the emblem in queſtion forms one of 
the moſt honorable badges of diſtinction in 
the world, my intention is to ſay a few words 
concerning it. 


$ 65. 
For, well I wot, thou ſpringſt from ancient race 
Of Saxon kings, that have, with mighty hand, 
And many bloody battles fought in place, 
High rear'd their royal throne in Britane land, 


At 
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At the time when our churches were tend- 
ing to that highly ornamental ſtyle to which 
they afterwards attained, and when all thoſe 
empty niches in our old cathedrals were filled 
with the ſtatues of ſaints, and thoſe bare walls 
were covered with their pictures, it is natural 
to ſuppoſe that the artiſts ſought for certain 
appropriate emblems to diſtinguiſh one from 
another. Theſe were ſometimes well, and at 
other times ill choſen; they were frequently 
founded on real hiſtory, and as often on re- 
mote circumſtances, abſurd legends, or fan- 
ciful viſions. Where there was any thing 
diſtintive in the kind of death any of the 
martyrs ſuffered, it was common to repreſent 
him or her with the inſtrument of their mar. 
tyrdom *. Sometimes alluſions were made to 
the names of ſaints, in the emblems with which 


* Thus St. Paul is known by his word; St. Andrew, 
by a croſs of Burgundy; St. James the lefs, by a club; 
St. Thomas, by a ſpear ; St. Simeon, by a faw; St. Ca- 
tharine, by a wheel armed with ſpikes. Thus alfo many 
martyrs who have been beheaded, were repreſented as 
bearing their heads in their hands: from which appear. 
ance a ſtory has been framed of St. Dennis, and other 
martyrs walking, in this attitude, from the place of their 
execution to that of their burial. | 
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they were furniſhed e, in which caſes;"and in 
others of a ſimilar nature, popular tales were 
ſoon invented, and in proceſs of time com- 
mitted to writing, in order to convert ſuch 


emblems into hiſtorical realities. It has even 
- bappened that theſe: holy perſonages have 
ſometimes been charafterized merely by the 
profeſſion or appearance of their clients or 
diſciples . But the grand ſtorehouſe of theſe 
emblematical repreſentations, as it is natural 

to 


Hence, St. Agries Ce Agua) is {ways 1 0 
with a lamb; St. Lucy, or Lucia, (derived from Lux) 
with a dioprric glaſs of a, certain faſhion; and St. Chri- 
ſtopher, (that is to ſay, one who carries Chriſt) i is painted 
like a tall man, with the divine Infant © on his ſhoulders. 


+ Thus St. James the great, from the frequent pilgri: 
mages made to his church at Compoſtella, is himſelf 
habited as a pilgrim, with the ſtaff in his hand, the eſca- 
lop ſhell in his hat, &c, St, Antony, a famous ſolitary in 
Egypt, i 1s repreſented with a book in his hand, and a Pig, 
bearing a bell at its neck, This figure, as the learned 
Paquotius obſerves; was no way charaQeriſtic of the ſaint 
himſelf, though it certainly was of an order of Monks, 
under his name, in the middle ages, who were thought tg 
be men of letters, and were famous for curing the epide- 
mical diſorder ; ; which from this circymſtance, has been 
called St. Antony's fire. Making great uſe of lard. in 
their medicines, their pigs were privileged in Italy to 
feed! in the common fields, coſt free, and that * might 
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to imagine, were the afts or hiſtories of the 
ſaims, genuing or ſpurious, which were cur- 
rent amongſi the people when theſe ſymbols 
vere invented; in doing Which their authors 
often diſcover very little judgment. * 

To come now to the emblem of St. George, 
who is repreſented in fierce combat with a' 
dragon; it is evident, this was drawn from 
certain r in his ſpurious acts, which, 

though 


be known, they wore à collar and bell. I ſhall mention 
one more transformation of this nature, which ſeems ta 
be of late date, and of Engliſh invention. St. Blaiſe, 
biſhop of Sebgſte, and a martyr under Licinius, is in 2 
thouſand pictures and prints, to be ſeen in our clothing 
countries, habited as a" modern Epgliſh biſhop in the act 
of combing wool z/ and he is deyoutly believed and re- 
corded t6' have been the inventor of the uſeful art of 
wool-combing. The fact is, his proper emblem is an 
iron comb; with which inſtrument he is faid to have 
been tortured by his perſecutors, The feſt is caſily inia- 
gined. But this ſingle inſtance may ſerve to ſhew how 
eaſily an emblematical repreſentation may be worked up 
into a pretended hiſtory, 


* This may be inſtanced in the well known figure of St; 
Cecilia, who is conſidered as the Patroneſs of Muſicians; 
and who is always repreſented as playing upon a wind 
organ, an inſtrument in her time not known, It is the 
remark of the learned writer quoted above, that muſici- 
ans have been very unfortunate in the choice of their 
patroneſs, no leſs than painters have been in their * 
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though condemned by Galaſius, and his coun« 
| cil, and pointed out from time to time as apo» 
; eryphal, yet being the only aQs in-exiſtence, 
and containing wonderful narratives, could 
never be entirely ſuppreſſed, or deprived of 
their credit with the people. In theſe aQts, 
though there is no mention of the combat 
which our Saint maintained againſt any cor- 
poreal dragon, there are frequent alluſions ta 
that ſpiritual victory which he gained over 
that old Serpent, called the Devil and Satan, 
| Rev. c. xii. v. g. according ta the figure and 
language of ſcripture. Thus, in the firſt le- 
gend of St. George, tranſlated out of Simeon 
Metaphaſtes, an author of the tenth century, 
by Lippoman “, after an account. of our mar- 
tyrs being brought into the temple of Apollo, 
in order to join in the idolatrous ſacrifice 


of repreſenting her, as in the only paſſage in her ancient 
acts, in which there is any mention of muſic, the ſaint 
appears rather to have lighted than admired it. Can- 
* tantibus organis, Czcilia in corde ſuo decantabat : 
te fiat Domine cor meum immaculatum antete,” The mu- 
ſical inſtruments here ſpoken of, which are expreſſed by 
the generical name of organa, were prepared for Cecilia 
intended nuptials, to which nuptials ſhe was greatly 
a” | | 3 


* Vide, Sur, Vol. 2, 9 
thero 
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there performed, and of his forcing'the derfioh 
of the place to acknowledge his own weakneſs, 
and the power of the' true God, by which mi- 
racle the imaginary Empreſs Alexandra is ſaid 
to have been converted, and of his baffling all 
the arts and cruelty of his perſecutors, it is 
added in the: concluſion; © Theſe are the 
« trophies gained in the well-fought battles of 
« this noble conqueror, theſe are his glorious 
* atchivements and combats againſt his ene- 
* mies.”” But it is chiefly in an hiſtorical 
panegyric, built on theſe acts, and pronounced 
on the feaſt of St. George, in the ſeventh 
century, by Andrew of Crete, extant in the 
ſame collection *, and equally known, and 
popular with the acts themſelves, that this my- 
ſtical deſcription of the ſpiritual battles and 
conqueſts of the © ſoldier of Chriſt,” as the 
martyr George is every where called, is to be 
met with in the moſt ample form. Speaking 
of the converſions wrought by the ſight of the 
patient ſufferings of St. George, our author 
exelaims; All theſe were reſcued by him 
« from the very jaws of the dragon. O the 
« inſatible jaws of the devil;” and after much 
the ſame expreſſions, as thoſe quoted above, 


* Thid, p. 917. Bolland, Vol. 3, Apr. F 
concerning 


„% 
_ * 


« George, whilſt yet in the body, flew his 


. & panegyric on this martyr, extant in his worke. 
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46 gained by his viotious warrior,“ he adds; 


« jincorporeal enemy,“ &c. Theſe and fuck 
like paſſages, in the current legends and pane- 
gyrics of the times, muſt be allowed to have 
been more than ſufficient for the artiſts who 
invented the different ſymbols of the ſaints, to 
repreſent our martyr under the ſtriking figure 
of an armed wartior foiling, with his lance, a 
furious dragon. What confirms this explana- 
tion is that the emblem in queſtion is not 
peculiar to St. George, but is attributed to 
ſeveral other martyrs, eſpecially of the mili- 
tary order, who were celebrated for theit 
conſtancy in ſuffering torments, and in over- 
coming various temptations of the ſpiritual 
enemy. Thus St. Theodore “, a young ſol- 
dier in the army of Galerius, who ſuffered 
death for the faith at Amaſea, and who was 
choſen the patron of the cathedral at Venice, 
is ſtill ſeen on a column in St. Mark's place, 
ſubduing a dragon. The ſame is the eſta- 
bliſhed mode of exhibiting St. Victor, of Mar- 
ſeilles, another celebrated military martyr in 


+ Gregory of Nyſſa, in the fourth century pronounced. 


the 
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the perſecution of Maximian. But we may 
carry the ſymbol in queſtion much higher than 
the ape; when it was firſt probably adapted to 
the ſeveral ſaints who now bear it. Euſebius, 
the hiſtorian and friend of the great Conſtan- 
tine, informs us *, that the latter, by way of 
celebrating his triumph over Satan, in the 
deſtruttion of infidelity, cauſed himſelf to be 
painted in the attitude of © trampling on a 
* dragon transfixed through the belly, and 
e plunged into the ſea”; which picture, he 
tells us; was fixed on the portico of the impe- 
rial. palace. We have the leſs reaſon to re- 


gret the loſs of this illuſtration of the preſent 
ſubject, ſince 


The medal; faithful to its charge of fame, 
Through climes and ages bears each form and name. 
Port's Er. To Appisox. 


Barohius has publiſhed , a medal in which 
the ſame ſubjett occurs, though a little diver- 
ſified. On the reverſe of the head of Con- 
ſtantine, we ſee a ſerpent transfixed through 
the body with the labarum, or military enſign, 
which he cauſed to be made in the ſhape of a 


Euſeb. in vita Conſtant. L. 3. c. 3. 
+ Tom, 3. Annal. p. 575. 


„ es croſa 


— 


croſs; having the monagram of Chriſt & fixed 
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to the top of it. This I ſhall give beneath, 
together with another, in the ſame ſtyle, equally 
copied from Baronius, of the brave Majorian, 
whoaſſumed the purple in 457. In this the Em- 
peror bears the monogram on his left ſhoulder; 
and on the reverſe, he is ſeen trampling on 
the myſtical dragon, ſupported by a labarum, 
or croſs, in his right band, and bearing an 
image of viQtory in his left, 


Nuu. KR. ANG. BREV. Rome. 


* See Zozomen. L. 1. c. 4. and Euſeb. Vit. Conſ. 
L. 2. c. 25. The monagram was compoſed of the initi- 
als of the name of Chriſt, a Greek K. and an R. 
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l have been the more diffuſe in ſhewing the 
antiquity and general reception of this em- 
dlem of ſpiritual victory, as applicable to the 
N figure of St. George's combat with the dragon, 
and which, in fa, has its foundation in the 
paſſages of ſcripture I have quoted “, in con- 
ſequence of a late writers having roundly 
aſſerted, that the figure in queſtion has no 
ſuch alluſion as that mentioned, and that the 
noble enſign of the Garter is neither © more 

* or leſs, than a charm or amulet borrowed 
« from ſome Eaſtern heretics; which was 
originally worn as a proteftion from the 
« malignity of the air . The evident reaſon, 
why St. George was, in ancient times as well 
as latterly, almoſt always repreſented fighting 
the dragon on horſeback, rather than on foot, 
is on account of thoſe ſuppoſed vifions of our 
martyr in the firſt and ſecond Cruſade, to 
which his celebrity, as the tutelary Saint of 
warriors, is chiefly owing, in both of which he 
is ſaid to have appeared mounted on a white 


* Gen. il, 15. Rev. xii. 9. 


+ See Percy's Reliques, Vol. 3 p. 216, who cites a 
differtation by Pettingall, which the author has not met 
with, 
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horſe, * with his appropriate banner the red 
_ croſs. The Greeks agree with the Latins in 
painting our fainted Hero an horſeback: and 
that they did the ſame at an early period, may 
be gathered from a ridiculous ſtory, told by 
Nicephorus Gregoras, and referred to by Ba- 
ronius, T according to which a certain ſound, 
like the neighing of a horſe, which was heard in 
the palace at Conſtantinople, both in the thir- 
teenth and fourteenth centuries, was aſcribed 
to the Equeſtian ſtatute of St. George which 
then ſtood before it. 

In the opinion here laid down, namely, that 
the repreſentation of our martyr's combat with 
the dragon was purely ſymbolical, from which 
the puerile ſtory of latter legends has been mo- 
delled by Voragine and others, all judicious 
authors agree 7}, One or two of them how- 
ever are of opinion, that the emblem in que- 
ſtion was writes to St, George, not on 


Purpoſe, 


* See the paſſage above quoted from Mat. Paris. Hiſt. 
Ang. p. 57, with reſpe& to the ſuppoſed yiſion in the 
firſt Cruſade, and Papebroke with reſpect to that 1 in the 
expedition of Barbaroſſa. 

Not. ad. Marty rol. 


. Baronius, Papebroke, Molanus, Tillemont; Heylia, 
Alba Butler, Paquotius, Morcelli, &c. The firſt mentioned 


of 
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purpoſe, but by accident, in conſequence of 
the firſt Cruſaders miſtaking the figure of 
Conſtantine, in the attitude above deſeribed. 
at the church be erected over the ſepulchrg 

of St. George in Paleſtine, for that of the 
martyr himſelf *, 
I hope, my Lord, I have ſufficiently proved 
my firſt point, by adducing ſufficient argu- 
ments in favor of the real exiſtence of St. 
George, and demouſtrating that he was not a 
mere imaginary and fabulous being. For, it 


of theſe writers, ſpeaking of the female figure which is 
ſometimes introduced into the repreſentation of St. 
George, and which has given occaſion to the ſtory of the 
Princeſs Sabra, fays; ** In virgine illa, typum expri- 
„ munt, more majorum, ptovinciæ vel civitatis alicujus, 
«« quæ adverſus diaboli vires tanti maztyzis imploret 
„ auxtlium,” 

®. es Paquotius' Notes on Hifforia SS, Imaginum p. 
279, who ſeems to adopt the opinion of a former profeſſor 
in the Univerſity of Louvain, contained in the following 
paſſage. ** Narrat Euſebius Conſtantinum ſe juſſiſſe pingi, 
«+ ac tabulam exponi ante Palatium, qui draconem in 
*« mare dejiceret, Et hanc ipſam picturam Equitem qui 
draconem dejicit gerit ejus Equeſter ordo pro inſigni. 
Ea ſcilicet imago eſt, quam in expeditione cruciata 
«© majores noſtri viſam, in Egcleſia S, Georgii in Palæ- 
ſtina pro imagine hujus martyris acceperunt; cum 

*« eſſet imago Conſtantini qui Ecclefiam iſtam fundaverat 
& apud Graecos & Orientales inter Sanctos colitur.“ 


has 
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has been ſhewn, that this holy martyr was not 
only known, but that he was celebrated and 
venerated with religious honors, both by the 
Eaſtern and Weſtern churches, duringthe ſpace 
of above feven hundred years, before that 
fabulous hiſtory of him was invented, on 
which thoſe reſt their opinion who deny the 
reality of his exiſtence ; and that, it required 
a progreſſion of three centuries more towards 
the times of ſcepticiſm to produce a man bold 
and paradoxical enough to diſmiſs to the re- 
gion of chimzras, one of the moſt celebrated 
charaQers of Chriſtianity. Still, however, I 
ſhall have done very little for the credit of St. 
George, and of thoſe illuſtrious and reſpeQ- 
able perſonages, whoſe credit, to a certain 
point, is embarked in the ſame bottom with 
bis, if, after having vindicated his exiſtence, I 
am not able to juſtify his character. Indeed, 
it were far better for ourſelves, as well as for 
our patron, that he never had exiſted at all, 
than that he ſhould have been ſuch a monſter 
of wickedneſs, as was the infamous tyrant of 
his name, who uſurped the See of Alexandria, 
with whom Reynolds, Jurieau, Echard and 
Gibbon confound him. In the latter of theſe 
hiſtorians may be ſeen ſome traits of the cha- 
rakter of this Arian perſecutor; namely, the 

| male- 
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malepraftices and infamy of his ſecular life, 
the ſcandalous monopolies of ſalt, nitre, paper, 
funerals, &c. which he exerciſed in that cele- 
brated Emporium, after his invaſion of the 
Chair of Athanaſius, and the violent death he 
ſuffered from a ſeditious, but oppreſſed popu- 
lace. This author, however, has not deſcribed 
the ſcourges and the fires with which he 
cauſed the orthodox party of both ſexes, to be 
tortured and put to death, merely for their 
refuſing to join with him in religious worſhip. 
Such was the man, Mr. Gibbon would have us 
believe, whoſe feaſt the nation celebrates, and 
whoſe patronage its ſovereign, its nobles, and 
its learned men glory in. Let us firſt examine 
upon what grounds this charge reſts, and after 
the negative proof of our martyr's innocence, 
that will ariſe from demonſtrating their falla- 
ciouſneſs, I ſhall then proceed to others of a 

more poſitive nature. | 
The firſt and principal argument of my 
opponents is drawn from the ancient acts of 
St. George, in which there are certain remote 
alluſions to the hiſtory of the Arian perſecu- 
tor, particularly in what is ſaid of his combats 
with the magician Athanaſius, and of his raiſ- 
ing up to life the Empreſs Alexandra. From 
Baronius's account of theſe ancient acts, which 
| he 
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he ſays he Uiſcbvered in the vatican, thete is 
ho reaſon to doubt of their being the very 
ſame which the Bollandifts, bave ſince pub- 
liſhed from Greek mauuſcripts in the libraries 
at Venice, Florence, and Rome, and of their 
being the original materials from which the dif- 
ferent accounts of Metaphraſtes, extant in Su- 
rius, were taken, ſo early as the ninth or tenth 
century. In all theſe different aQs, hiſtories, 
and panegyrics, I am ready to grant Mr. Gib- 
bon, what he contends for, that “through a 
« cloud of fiction we may yet diſcover” an 
alluſion to the hiſtory of the Arian tyrant. 
Hence, if the cauſe of St. George were to be 
determined by bis ancient acts in the fifth age, 
I ſhould he as ready to give up the defence of 
his ſanctity; as I ſhould be to abandon that of 
his exiſtence, were the lauer queſtion to be 
decided by the more modern forgery of the 
thirteenth century. But I maintain that che 
merits of Saint George, as an orthodox mar- 
tyr, depend on the teſtimony of the churches, 
both in the Eaſt and in the Weſt; which have 
inſcribed his name in their calendars, as that 
of a martyr of the firſt order, and have teſtified 
their public veneration to him on their edifices 
and in their liturgy. For her calendars, het 
public veneration and her liturgy, the church 

18 


— 4 ] 
is anſwerable; particularly with reſpe& to the 
more. diſtinguiſhed ſaints, as St. George was; 
over theſe ſhe watches with jealous attention; 
but it is not in her power, nor does ſhe pro- 
feſs, however much it is her wiſh; to preſerve 
the entire and unadulterated hiſtory of all the 
ſaints ſhe atknowledges: In ſhort, to ſpeak 
of St. George; fo far from any ſtreſs being laid 
upon bis acts, that on the contrary; they were 
formally condemned as early as 494, by Gela= 
fius, at the head of ſeventy other biſhops, as 
the compoſition of heretics. I ſhall give the 
paſſage itſelf alluded to below“, of which 
mention has already beeni made more than 


* Quis ita eſſe Catholicorum Yubitet, & mijora cos 
f(marty res) in agonibus fuiſſe perpeſſos, nec ſuis viribus, 
« ſed gratid Dei & adjutorio; univerſa toleraſſe? Sed ideo 
« ſecundum antiquam conſuetudinem, Gngulari cautela, 
t© in S. R. Ecclefia non leguntur, quia et eorum, qui 
i conſcripſerè noinina penitus ighorantur, & ab infideli- 
bus aut ideotis ſuperflua ; aut minus apta; quam rei 
% ordo fuerit, ſcripta eſſe patantur; ficut cujuſdam Cyrici 
„ & Julittz ; ſicut Georgii, aliorumque, hujus modi paſſi- 
ones, quæ ab hæreticis perhibentur conſcriptz, propter 
1% quod, ut dictum eſt, ne vel levis ſubſannandi oriretur 
« occaſfio; in S. R. Ectlefia non leguntur. Nos tamen 
cum prædicta Eccleſia omnes marty res, & eorum glori- 
*« oſos agones, qui Deo magis quam hominibus noti ſunt 
„omni devotione veneramur.” 
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once, and I have only to add, that the eanen 
in queſtion, which contains a liſt of genuine 
and apocryphal works, has perhaps been more 


frequently referred to, than any other upon 


record; and that the condemnation of St. 
George's afts, in particular, has ſince been no- 
ticed, in different ages, by the moſt celebrated 
writers of their times; ſuch as Bede, in the eighth 
century, Uſuard in the ninth, Vincent of Blois 
in the thirteenth, Volaterranus in the fifteenth, 
&c. In conformity with this decree, the Roman 
Church, neither in her ancient office” book, 
hor in the modern one publiſhed by Urban 
the Eighth, has inſerted any particular leſſons 
for the ſeſtival of St. George, in the ſecond 
No@urn of Matins, which is generally com- 
poſed of ſuch ads; though in other particular 
hreviaries, as in that of Sarum, a certain brief 
account of our martyr is to be met with, which 
ſeems to have been borrowed from his ancient 
ſpurious hiſtory. 

It may ſeem extraordinary that there ſhould 


neither naw be, nor have been, in 494, any 


genuine aQs of St. George, to oppoſe to 
theſe ſpurious acts. But this circumſtance is 
common to our Saint, with many others of the 
moſt famous apoſtles and martyrs. It is true, 
that even in the times of perſecution, proper 


We | IE | perſons 
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perſons were appointed to collect the acts of 
the martyrs, and great ſums were paid for 
copies of their interrogatories or trials, which 
were always taken down in ſhort-hand, by 
clerks appointed for this purpoſe in the Ro- 
man courts “: but then, we are to remember, 
that the fury of the ſeveral perſecutions raged 
{till more furiouſly againſt the writings, that 
againſt the perſons of the Chriftians; no one 
is ignorant of the famous claſs of penitents 
called Traditores, in the ancient church, who 
purchaſed. their perſonal ſafety by ſurrender. 
ing the ſacred writings in their hands. Now 
it might eaſily happen that the only copies 
extant of the real acts of the moſt edifying 
and celebrated martyrs might, in theſe circum- 
ſtances, be deſtroyed, without either effacing 
the memory or the veneration of the martyrs 
themſelves from the minds of the faithful, or 
their names from the martyrologies of their 
own and the neighbouring churches f. The 
learned Morcelli ſuggeſts another method of 

. accounting 


2 Baron. Annal ad An. 290. Fleury's Manners of 
Chriſtians, c. 20. . 


+ The elegant Prudentius, in the ſixth century, laments 
the ſucceſs of the perſecutors in ſometimes getting poſ- 
lelton of the acts of the martyrs in the following paſſage. 
G2 O Yoruſtatia 
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accounting for this deficiency, viz. the arti- 

- fices of ſome perſons in forging, and the cre- 
dulity of others in admitting falſe hiſtories, 
which being generally of a more ſplendid 
and amuſing nature than the genuine acts, 
brought the latter into contempt and oblivion 
with the people. How early the praftice of 
forging ſpurious aQs of ſaints began, we may 
gather from Tertullian, who ſays, that St. John 
the Evangeliſt depoſed a certain prieſt in leſ- 
ſer Aſia, for inventing a falſe hiſtory of Si. 
Paul *; and. that the fame thing was ſome- 
times praftiſed by heretics, in order to bring 
the names of the moſt illuſtrious ſaints into 
contempt, we gather from the ſixth general 
council t. 8 

But whilſt, in conjunction with all the learn- 
ed critics and eccleſiaſtical hiſtorians of the 
two laſt centuries, I give up, as ſpurious, all the 
exiſting hiſtories and atts of St. George, I am 


O Vetuſtatis filentis obfoleta oblivio ! 
Invidentur iſta nobis, fama & ipſa extinguitur. 

_ Chartulas blaſphemus olim nam ſatelles abſtulit; 
Ne tenacibus libellis erudita ſzcula 
Ordinem, tempus, modumque paſlionis proditum 
Dulcibus linguis per aures N Wa * 


Ws. de Bapt. 
1 Can, 63, 
far 
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far from ſuppoſing that all the particulars 
which are contained in them are falſe, or that 


the fiction in queſtion, unlike other fables, 


had not its foundation in'truth. There is evi- 
dently no certain way of ſeparating truth 
from falſehood. in the preſent inſtance; never. 
theleſs, if I were forced to give my opinion, 
which were the genuine ſtamina of truth in 
the midſt of the maſs of error before-us, and 
to point out the circumſtances which ſeems to 
be admitted by the generality of ſober critics, 
and are ſupported, in ſome degree, by imme- 
morial tradition, I ſhould ſay that St. George 
was a Cappadocian of noble birth, who, em- 
bracing the profeſſion of arms, refided for 
| ſome time, in Paleſtine; but being at Nico- 
media, the imperial reſidence, at the breaking 
out of the perſecution of Dioclefian and Ga- 
lerius, he was one of thoſe noble perſonages 
who renounced their preferment“, as Euſe- 
bius relates, that he ſuffered a cruel death, for 


the ſaith, with the moſt heroic conſtancy, and 


that his remains were afterwards removed 


L. 8. Papebroke from certain circumſtances ingeni- 
ouſly combined together conjectures, that St. George was 
the noble youth, who, as Euſebius and LaRantius men- 
tion, tore down the firſt edit of Diocleſian for perſecuting 
the Chriſtians, SPLIT ft 

to 
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to Paleſtine, where Conſtantine, ſoon after, 
ereQed that church over them, which Juſtinian 


repaired, and the Saracens laid in ruins, but 
which was rebuilt by our Coeur de Lion. 

I have been able to diſcover but one more 
pretence for confounding our martyr with the 
infamous uſurper of Alexandria, which is the 
identity of their name and country, a circum- 
ſtance which Mr. Gibbon ſeems to dwell upon 
with ſingular ſatisfaction: as if the vaſt and 
populous country of Cappadocia were inca- 
pable of producing two perſons of the name 
of George at different periods! In the firſt 
place then, though it 1s probable our martyr 
was a native of Cappadocia, it is not certain 
that he was ſo. This defignation, which does 
not occur in the moſt ancient and authentie 
records, may have been borrowed from his 

falſe aQts, in latter times, and he may have 
been ſo deſcribed in the foundation of the 
church of Windſor and elſewhere, to diſtin. 
guiſh him from another St. George, a martyr 
in Bulgaria; all this, I ſay, may be admitted, 
without giving any real advantage to my op- 
ponents. What is certain, on the other hand, 
is that, by the teſtimony of Ammianus, the 
Arian George himſelf was not a native of 
Cappadocia, but of Epiphania in Cilicia. Tt 
Noe deſerves 
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deferyes our notice, that this name of George, 
which, now is, and for many ages, has been ſo 
popular, and which undoubtedly firſt became ſo 
from its having been illuſtrated by ſome di- 
ſtinguiſhed and reſpeQed perſonage, firſt began 
to be common about the ſuppoſed time of our 
Saint's martyrdom ; whereas George of Alex- 
andria, who muſt have been born much about 
that time, had three contemporaries of diſtinc- 
tion, that we know of, much about his own age, 
who bare the ſame name. One of theſe was the 
famous Semi-Arian George, biſhop of Loadicea, 
who, like his name-ſake of Alexandria, was 
a perſecutor of St. Athanaſius; another was 
George a prieſt of Arethuſa, the third was a 
ſecular perſon of the name of George, whom 
Julian, the Emperor, mentions as one of the 
receivers of his revenues.“ In the life of 
Theodore of Siceon, mentioned above, I have 
found another George, ſirnamed the Cappa- 
docian, who being a perſon of diftinftion, and 
accuſed of high treaſon, prevailed upon the 
guards who were condukting him to the Em- 


peror Phocas, ta permit him to col upon 
Theodore in his way. 


julian Ep. 8. apud Tillem. Hiſt, Emp. Vol. 4. 
P- 571. 
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Such are the grounds of the charge againſt 
the memory of our martyr, and the only pre- 
tences that have been yet made for conſound- 
ing together two oppoſite characters, who had 
nothing in common but their name. I ſhall 
now point out ſome diſtinguiſhing features 
between them, which were evident and noto- 
rious to the whole world. 

The moſt prominent of theſe was the oppo- 
ſition of their religious profeſſions. George, 
the tyrant of Alexandria, was the ringleader 
of the Arian heretics, whereas the ſaint, who 
claimed ſuch diſtinguiſhed honors from the 
orthodox faithful, at the time when the Arian 
controverſy raged with the greateſt violence, 
muſt himſelf have been an orthodox Chriſtian; 
or, at any rate, could not have been a noted 
Arian. Every one, who is acquainted with 
church hiſtory, knows the extteme horror 
which the orthodox Chriſtians entertained for 
a doctrine, which removed the corner-ſtone 
of revelation, and the extreme deteſtation in 
which George of Alexandria, in particular, 
was held by them, in conſequence of his hav- 
ing ſeized on the chair of their champion 
Athanaſius, and having even tortured to death 
their brethren, for refuſing to join with him 
in religious worſhip. We may as well then 


ſuppole, 


[491] 
ſuppoſe, that *the ſeeming converſion of theſe 
KL ſectaries“ which Mr. Gibbon talks of wich- 
out any warrant whatſoever, might have in- 
troduced the worſhip of Arius himſelf into the | 
| boſom of the Catholic Church, as that of the 
more infamous and odious George of Alex- 
andria. © If,” as this author alledges, © the 
rival of Athanaſius was dear and ſacred to 
the Arians,“ was the founder of their reli- 
gion, Arius, leſs dear or leſs ſacred to them? 
and were not both of them, in the ſame de- 
gree, infamous and hateful in the eyes of the 
Catholics? Our ſarcaſtic hiſtorian, is, for 
once, ſo charitable to the orthodox cauſe as to 
ſuppoſe, that whilſt the Arians remembered 
their friend, the Catholics forgot their enemy, 
and permitted © this odious ſtranger to aſſume 
« amongſt them the maſk of a martyr and a 
e ſaint,” and yet in a note, which is at the 
foot of this very paſſage, he tells us that the 
famous champion of orthodoxy, St. Epiphanius, 
\ Archbiſhop of Salamis, who died in the fifth 
century, when the veneration of our Saint 
was widely ſpread, “proves to the Arians that 
* George (of Alexandria) was not a martyr.” 
In fact, this famous Biographer applies to him 
' that paſſage, 1 Peter, c. ii. Let none of you ſu ſuffer 
as a murderer or a thief, &c. and he ſtily main- 
H tains, 


[%] 
tains, that the "Arian biſhop was 'mutdered, 


not for confeffing the faith, but for his tyrahny 
and exa8tions, the inflances of which he enu- 
merates, Nor "ks it 6nlly in the writings 
of thofe celebrated doftors, Epiphanius and 
Athanafius; but likewiſe in thoſe of the whole 
tribe of church hiſtorians, that the memory of 
'the Arian George was gibbetted, for the exe- 
ereailon of ſucceeding ages. It is impoſſible 
"then to conteive à greater abfurdity than that 
"the vahquiſhed Arians mould have perſuaded 
the viQorious Catholics to inſctibe the name of 
"the notorious enemy of St. Athanaſius in their 
nenn, and on their temples; at the ſame 
ume, no ſüppöfition! is more natural chan that, 
in which all judicious writers concur, and which 
Gelaſius and his ſeventy biſhops, warranted 
in the fifth century, namely, that certain Ari- 
ans, by corrupting the hiſtory of a celebrated 
orthodox martyr, of che name of George, and 
*artſully blending with it certain remote allu- 
ſions to their champion of the ſame me, 
ſhould endeavour to inveſt the latter with rays 
ſtolen ſtom the former. Had not the name of 
George been previouſly bore by ſome favorite 
orthodox ſaint, the conduQ of the Arian 
George would evidently have made it as odi- 

* bis in the church' as that of Arius bimſelf. 
In 


C 5¹ ] 

In dhe ſecond, place, the Chriſtians of all 
ages have clearly diſtinguiſhed. between, the 
orthodox and the Arian George, by their very 
different profeſſions of life; the former they 
have always conſidered as an edifying military 
man; whilſt the latter they kney to have 
been a ſcandalous biſhop. The latter of theſe 
_ aſſertions will not be called in queſtion: now, 
with reſpett to the former, we are to obſerve 
that in all the martyrologies, hiſtories, and 
ather accounts of ſaints, ancient and, modern, 
it has always beep the praQice, as well with 
reſpe& to the martyrs, as to the other ſaints, 
to add their diſtinctiye title ar profeſſion, eſpe, 
cially if they belonged. ta the epiſcopal order, 
and the memories of ſuch have heen particu, 
larly, kept up and venerated in the particular 
Sees which they governed. But na ſuch epi- 
| thet, as that of biſhop, was ever attributed to 
St. George in any menology, calendar or 
hiſtory whatſoever; but his name eyery where 
occurs under the ſimple denamination of a 
martyr, which fatisfaQorily proves that he 
never was any eccleſiaſtic at all, but a mere 
layman. On the other band, the church of 
Alexandria never paid any. ſpecial veneration 
to the name of its pretended patriarch, or 
ſermed at all conſcious of having added ſa 

Hoe illuſtrious 
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. 
illuſtrious a name, as that of St. George, to 
the calendar of ſaints. In the genuine life of 
St. Theodore, biſhop of Anaſtaſiopolis, in the 
ſixth century, to which I have ſo often refer- 
red, mention is made of ſeveral vifions or 
apparitions of St. George, which Theodore 
and others were ſuppoſed to have ſeen: now 
in theſe, it is diſtinQly related, that our mar- 
tyr appeared, as a youth of elegant figure and 
of great beauty, with flowing golden locks, 
and armed with his proper weapon, a ſword, 
inſtead of ſhewing epiſcopal” ornaments,” or 
advanced age: and itis moreover particularly 
'" noticed that his appearance was ſuch, as his 
uſual repreſentation was in the pictures of 
him, that were known at that early period. It 
will readily occur that I do not lay any ſtreſs 
on the authority of theſe viſions, but only 
relate them as evidence of the idea that was 
entertained of the age and profeflion of St. 
George, and of the manner of painting him, 
that prevailed as early as the beginning of the 
fixth age of Chriſtianity. In the martyrology 
of Uſuard our Saint is ſtyled the glorious 
Standard bearer :* in the Greek menologies 
as we have ſeen, he is generally called either 


e 


V Anteſignanus, 
e the 


- 4 


LIT 1: 
the Commander, or the Conqueror and i in an 
ancient Roman ritual, of the age of Charle- * 
magne, there 1s a particular ſervice for arming 
a knight to protect the church, in which he 97 
zecommended to the prayers of St. Georges 
and of thoſe other acknowledged military 
ſaints, Maurice and Sebaſtian. It was in con- 
ſequence of the firm perſuaſion of St. George 
having been a military man, and of his having 
afforded help to the chriſtian warriors, in the 
three firſt cruſades fagainſt the infidels, that, 
when other profeſſions choſe their celeſtial 
patron, he was choſen the patron of ſoldiers; 
and it was owing to the martial ſpirit of this 
nation that our anceſtors fixed on him for 
their tutelary Saint. Papebroke thinks this 
was firſt done by our warlike Richard I. 
who, like the former Cruſaders, boaſted of 
having been favored with the viſion of St, 
George, at the ſiege of Acon in Paleſtine, and 
who allo is reported by Cambden and others, 
to have laid the plan if he did not execute it, 
of the noble Order of the Garter v. What 
renders it probable that St. George had al- 
ready been choſen the national Patron, is that 
in a national council held at Oxford in 1222. 


* Sce Papebroke and Cambden, on Berkſhire. 


the 
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the feaſt of St. George was raiſed. to the 
rank of a ſecond rate holiday, or double of the 
ſecond claſs. We know how much the. vene. 
ration of St. George was propagated by the 
vitorious Edward III. But it was not till che 
reign of the ſecond conqueror of France, 
Henry V. that St. George's day was ranked 
by Archbiſhop Chichele in 1415, with the firſt 
ſolemnities of the year “; though Archbiſhop 
Arundell and Henry IV. had taken ſome 
| Reps towards the accompliſhment of this meas 
ſure. We are to obſerve that other kingdoms 
and ſtates, as Arragon, Genoa, and Malta con- 
tended with England, in the honor of having 
St. George for their Patron, and that in other 
countries beſides this, as in Auſtria, Italy and 
Greece, military orders have been inſtituted 
under his tutelage. But the rays of theſe or, 
ders were, even at thoſe times, entirely loſt in 
the ſuperior luſtre of the Engliſ Knights of 
St. George, or of the Garter. >, 

| I ſhall mention one more glaring circum, 
ſtance, which, ſhews that the orthodox Chri- 
ſtians of early, as well as of later times, clearly 
diſtinguiſhed the martyr whom they venerated 
from the Arian perſecutor, whole rage theix 


* Gibſen, Councils, &c, T. 1. p. 28. 
their 
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their brethren, and above all St. Athanaßus had 
ſo ſeverely felt. Ammianus, together with all 
the church writers and hiſtorians, from Socra- 
tes ® down to Nicephoras Caliſtus, F informs 
us, that after George of Alexandria bad been 
murdered by the Pagan multitude, not without 
the connivance, Mr. Gibbon would have us 
believe, of the orthodox party, his body was 
burnt to aſhes, (ſome hiſtorians add, that the 
very camel which carried his carcaſe to the 
pile was burnt with him,) and theſe aſhes were 
collected, with | jealous care, and thrown into 
the "ſea, leſt they ſhould be carried away by 
nis partiſans. ' This tranſaQtion was notorious 
to the whole world, having taken place on its 
© moſt / public theatre, the great Emporium of 
Alexandria; the memory of which has been 
perpetuated down to the preſent day, by all the 
Principal writers who have related the events 
of that period. On the other hand, the George, 
"who was the obje& of public veneration in the 
fifth, ſixth, and ſucceeding centuries was a 
- martyr, whoſe ſepulchre was well known in 
© Eountries' the moſt remote from that where it 


9 L 3 c. 2. l 
+ L. 10. c. 6. 
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vas s placed ®; „, and whoſe relicks were thought 
by thoſe, who were beſt acquainted with. 
church hiſtory, and who lived at no remote 
period from the cataſtrophe above-mentioned, 

no leſs than by the people in general, to be 
_ - diſperſed in different parts. Æmillian, biſhop 
of Germiiz, in the ſixth age, was perſuaded he 
had particles of our Saint's head and arm f, 
which he beſtowed upon his neighbouring 
. biſhop of the ſame province, Theodore. Gre- 
gory of Tours, as we have ſeen above, ſpeaks 
of his relicks as exiſting in different parts of 
Gaul, about the ſame period ; one of which 
was ſuppoſed to have been brought from 
Conſtantinople by the illuſtrious biſhop of Pa- 
- ris, St. Germanus. We have alſo heard of the 
ſuppoſed head of St. George being found at 
Rome in the eighth century, and of the gene- 
ral opinion, in the eleventh, that the remainder 
of his body reſted at the famous church of 
St. George in Paleſtine. I am not here con- 
_ tending for the authenticity of theſe relicks, I 
| am only drawing an argument for the diver- 
fty of the two Georges, whom Mr. Gibbon 


* «© Qui virtute poteps, orientis in Axe ſepultus.” Ven: 
Fort. ut ſupra. 


+ Surzus, T. * 857. 
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eonfounds together, from the opinions and 
practices of the earlieſt and beſt informed ages. 
Tt was impoſſible they ſhould not diſtinguiſh 
that George, whoſe ſepulchre they deſcribed, | 
and whoſe head, arms and body they con- 
ceived themſelves to be poſſeſſed of, from ano- 
ther perſon of the ſame name, whoſe aſhes, 
mingled with thofe of other men and beaſts, 
they knew had been ſcattered over the Medi- 
terrancan waves. | 
1 hope, my Lord, I have brought ſuſficient 
proofs of the two points J ſet out with ad- 


vancing, firſt, that St. George the martyr is 
not an imaginary being, ſecondly, that he was 


not the infamous biſhop of the ſame name, 


who, in the middle of the fourth age, uſurped 
the See of Alexandria: I am ſure 1 have de- 
ſtroyed the foundations on which the oppoſite 
Opinions reſt. I might have ſwelled this little 
diſſertation to a more reſpectable ſize; had J, 
like my predeceſſor in the vindication of St. 
George, Dr. Heylin, brought forward every 
thing I had met with concerning the ſubject 
of this inquiry; and enlarged on every curi- 
rious ſubje& that was incidentally mentioned. 


I might alſo have been thought to have en- 


livened a dry ſubject, and to have produ- 
I | ced 


So 
ted a ſufficient claim to the title of a phi- 

loſopher, had I ſcattered through it a few 
ſpices. of faſhionable incredulity, and de- 
ſcanted on the folly of our anceſtors, who 
cannot riſe to defend their own cauſe, and 
ſeldom now meet with an advocate to ſpeak 
for them. However, if I have not conſulted the 
taſte of the times in the latter inſtance, I have 
endeavoured to make amends for it in the 
former: if I have been dull, I have tried not 
to be tedious. It would be an injuſtice in 
me not to acknowledge my obligations to the 
learned writer I have juſt mentioned, for 
having pointed out to me, in the firſt inſtance, 
many valuable authorities, to which, however 
my own reading has, in general, afterwards 
conducted me. As, on one hand, I have 
.negleaed many authorities he has produced, 
ſo, on the other, I have availed myſelf of 
many others, which have been brought to 
light ſince his time. The plan of defence, as 

I may call it, or the mode of arguing from 
eſtabliſhed facts, which I have adopted, is 
certainly original, and, I hope, is perſpicuous: 
ſhould it alſo prove ſucceſsful, the particular 
ſatisfaction, which, I conceive, your Lord- 
ſhip will derive from ſeeing the celeſtial Pa- 
tron 
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tron of the learned Society, over which you 
preſide, and the Saint of your own name 
vindicated, will afford an additional plea- 
ſure to, . 


My Lon p, 


Your Lordſhip's 


Moft faithful and humble Servant, 


Wincheſter, 
April 15, 1792, 


JOHN MILNER. 
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